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CHURCH SERVICES - JANUARY 2022 
Flore Christian Partnership and    

the Anglican churches of Heyford,  
Stowe-Nine-Churches and Brockhall 

PARISH CHURCH 
Rector:   
Revd Stephen Burrow 
01327 344436 
 
Churchwardens 
Sue Raven 340183 

UNITED REFORMED CHURCH 
Minister: Revd Jay Phelps 340282 
 

Elders:   
Daphne Chaplin  340368 
Wendy Pittman  342302 
Chris Littlewood  340918 
Lis Nye  342002 

Flore Christian Partnership 
 

Christians together  
in Flore 

Sunday 2nd January – Christmas 2     
11.00am United First Sunday Service (please note new time) Flore Church  
 
Thursday 6th January – Epiphany 
  7.00pm Holy Communion       Heyford Church 
 
Sunday 9th January - Epiphany 1 / Baptism of Jesus 
10.00am Morning Worship      Flore Chapel 
10.00am Benefice Holy Communion      Church Stowe 
 
Sunday 16th January - Epiphany 2  
10.00am Holy Communion       Heyford Church  
10.00am United Morning Worship (Holy Communion)  Flore Chapel 
  6.00pm Evening Worship       Upper Stowe 
 
Sunday 23rd January – Epiphany 3 
10:00am Holy Communion       Flore Church  
10.00am Morning Worship      Flore Chapel 
  4.00pm Café Church        Heyford Church 
 
Sunday 30th January – Epiphany 4 
10.00am Benefice & Partnership Covenant/Holy Communion Flore Church 
  6.00pm Book of Common Prayer Evening Prayer    Church Stowe 
 

Wednesdays  9.30am Morning Prayer via “Why Pay” telephone conference system.  
   Contact the Rector or churchwardens for numbers to use. 
  
Thursdays     2.00pm - 3.30pm   Flore Church open for private prayer:   
  
Fridays     9.00am Morning Prayer via Zoom  All Welcome 
   Contact the Rector by email: s_p_burrow@yahoo.co.uk to get an  
   invitation that will enable  you to connect.. 
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LETTER FROM OUR RECTOR 
Dear Friends. 
‘Be kind to one another’, advises St Paul in his letter to the 
Ephesians (4:32). As I write, Covid is once again the lead 
story in the news, with the omicron variant prompting record 
numbers of infections, and the government is considering 
further restrictions on life, ranging from voluntary restrictions 
at one extreme, through curfews and ‘circuit breakers’ to a 
return to full lockdown at the other. It looks like the start of 
the new year will be tough and challenging, just as the start 
of 2021 was.  
 
How might we respond to further restrictions? With despair…anger…frustration? 
I pray that we can all respond with kindness and compassion; looking out for one 
another, doing all that’s necessary to keep one another safe, supporting the 
vulnerable. Wearing a facemask, for example is the caring thing to do, as it 
protects the wearer, it protects those they meet, it protects and builds up the 
wider community, and it helps to protect and support an already very busy NHS.  
 
The start of the new year might be a good time to again say thank you to – and 
pray for – the NHS; for all who work in hospitals, care homes, GP’s surgeries 
and those involved in the roll out of vaccinations and boosters. 
 
As there seem to be tougher times on their way at the start of 2022, I’m again 
drawn to the words of Minnie Louise Haskins. I know I’ve quoted these words 
before, but they seem very appropriate as we look ahead. They were famously 
quoted by King George VI in his Christmas Speech, 1939, offering hope and 
reassurance at a time of anxiety and uncertainty: 
 

I said to the man who stood at the Gate of the Year,  
‘Give me a light that I may tread safely into the 

unknown.’  
And he replied, ‘Go out into the darkness,  
and put your hand into the Hand of God.  

That shall be better than light, and safer than a known 
way.’ 

So I went forth, and finding the Hand of God,  
trod gladly into the night.  

And He led me towards the hills and the breaking of 
day in the lone East. 

 
May I wish you all a blessed, peaceful new year. Stay safe. Keep well. Be kind. 
And if there is anything the Church and I can do to help and support you, please 
let me know. 

With every blessing, 
      Stephen (Tel: 01327 344436) 
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WELCOME PACKS - PLEASE KEEP THE INFO COMING. 
Thank you to all the people who have told me about newcomers moving in near 
them.  Please keep up the good work, we do not want anyone to miss out. 
 

If you have recently moved into the village and have not received a pack please 
contact me and I will get one to you.   lengully@talktalk.net 01327 340025       

FLORE ARTS EVENTS… We still think we’re back!  
In spite of recent events we’re still planning to run what we believe will be a 
fantastic programme of events next year. So we continue to cross fingers, touch 
wood and pin up our lucky horseshoes in the hope that our planned events will 
all materialise. 
 
What that means is that although we won’t be taking any bookings until the New 
Year we do have those diary dates to share with you: 
 
Ben Holder trio: Sat April 23

rd
 April (evening), Millennium Hall. Anyone who 

came to see Ben’s electrifying Jazz Violin playing in April 2018 will be delighted 
to hear that we’ve booked him in for a repeat visit. 
 
Illyria perform “Peter Pan”: Sun June 26th (afternoon): we’re in negotiations to 
bring outdoor theatre to Flore, courtesy of Illyria, an award-winning open air 
theatre company. We’re hoping that they will be putting on “Peter Pan” in what 
promises to be an afternoon of lively, high quality, family entertainment. The 
owners of The Grange in Flore High St have very kindly agreed to host this 
event. 
 
Jazz in the Garden: Sun July 17

th
 (afternoon): new year, old favourite, new line-

up; New Orleans Heat will be headlining. Again generously hosted at Rock 
Springs in Sutton St. 
 
Budapest Café Orchestra: Sat October 1

st
 (evening): All Saints Church. A 

return for another group who thrilled us three years ago with varied and lively 
music inspired by the Eastern European gypsy tradition.  
 
So here’s hoping… watch this space and our Facebook page for final details and 
booking information in the New Year.  

THE 2021 FLORE VILLAGE CAROL SERVICE—CHRISTMAS EVE 
Covid restrictions and fears meant that this, usually full church event, had to be 
shortened and masks worn, even when singing. 
 
Around 60 people came along and enjoyed the “Six Readings and Carols”. Most 
of the carols were enhanced by a group of ladies who did a great job singing 
descants.  Sadly we were not able to offer refreshments. Here’s hoping that 
things will be more back to normal by next Christmas.   
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MEETING DATES & TOPICS OF CLUBS AND ORGANISATIONS 
Afternoon Tea Dance 28 Jan: 2.30pm - 4.30pm in the Millennium Hall. 
 

Art Club   Mondays: 7pm - 9.30pm in the Chapel Schoolroom. 
 

Bumps and Babies  Tuesdays: 10.15am - 11.30am. Chapel Schoolroom. 
Tiddlers   Tuesdays : 8.45am - 10.00am. Chapel Schoolroom. 
      

Coffee and Company 28 Jan: 10.30am.  Chapel Schoolroom. 
    For anyone living alone 
 

Craft Hub   2nd Thurs: 7pm in the Chapel Schoolroom 
 

Flore Library   12 Jan: 10am - 12 noon in the Millennium Hall. 
 

Garden Society  No meeting in January. 
 

Heritage Society  No meeting in January 
    2 Feb: 7.45pm Chapel Schoolroom 
    “History of Three Village Houses” 
          

Meal-a-Month  14 Jan: 12.30pm in the Chapel Schoolroom 
  

Table Tennis Club  Thursdays 1.30pm - 2.30pm - Millennium Hall. 
    Contact Linda Bailey 01327 563035. 
 

Park Walking group Mondays, Wednesdays and Fridays, 6.30pm  
    Meet at Brodie Lodge Playing Field 
 

W.I    11 Jan - 7.30pm - Millennium Hall.  
    Harriet Thomas F.I.H.P: The Owl and Healing.  

NO COFFEE MORNING IN JANUARY - NEXT ONE 2 FEBRUARY 
We take a break in January.  Put the date of the next one in your diary now 
Last month £131.60 was donated to “EVE” Women’s Refuge.  
 
Thanks to all who supported the event. 

 THANK YOU TO URMIL AND SEJAL 
It’s that special time of year when we try to remember loved ones near and far 
and those who have gone to amazing lengths to brighten dark days and 
ALWAYS with a welcoming smile. 
 
Can I therefore say a warm heartfelt thank you to the wonderful couple who run 
our village shop and post office, Sejal and Urmil, and who for the last 18 months 
of Covid anxiety have served us and looked after us and always so cheerfully.  
 
It’s a real pleasure to step into your shop and be greeted so warmly.   
         
       Thank you. Linda Bailey 
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COFFEE MORNING - FRIDAY 4
TH

 FEBRUARY 10.30AM – 12.30PM 
There will be a Coffee Morning run by the Flower Festival Committee in the 
Chapel Schoolroom on Friday 4

th
 February.  

 

Proceeds will go towards the Flowers and other expenses of the Festival. We do 
hope that as many people as possible will come. It will be good to see each 
other and think about the lovely days of summer. 
 

There will be a “Bring and Buy” Stall and a Raffle.   

REFLECTIONS ON A YEAR AS HEAD OF SCHOOL  
AT FLORE CE PRIMARY SCHOOL 

I am looking forward to 2022. I would definitely consider myself a 
‘glass half full’ (or maybe even three quarters full!) kind of person, 
but I think that it is fair to say that the last twelve months or so have 
been some of the most frustrating ones we have faced. 
For those of you who don’t know me, I have been a teacher at the school since 
2015.  
 
After a brief career in accountancy, I have been teaching since 2000. I have only 
ever taught in two schools, partly due to being fortunate enough to progress my 
career where I was, mainly because I have loved being part of the communities 
that have made those schools what they are. 
 

2021 has not been easy. I started my tenure as Head of School by announcing a 
lockdown to start the new term. Among other challenges, we have faced remote 
learning, we have operated in class bubbles, we have tried to decipher 
constantly changing government guidelines and we have  dealt with the 
disappointment of having to change our May Day plans at the eleventh hour. We 
have also had to say goodbye to some much-loved members of staff. 

 

Yet, we have so much to be thankful for. Absences due to Covid have been 
minimal. We have welcomed 20 new pupils to the school, in addition to those 
who started in our Reception class in September. We have appointed some 
excellent new staff members. We have established strong links with other local 
schools. We were able to go ahead with our Christmas celebrations as planned 
and we have been able to welcome parents back into school. I am proud of the 
resilience and determination demonstrated by staff, governors, students and 
their families this year - it has definitely been a team effort. 
 

I hope that you are all looking forward to the year ahead, too. I am very much 
looking forward to working more closely with the wider Flore community, to 
strengthen the bonds between the school and village and to work together to 
ensure that Flore C.E. Primary School is a school that the whole community can 
be proud of. 

 

Wishing you all a very Happy New Year.   Ian Heard     Head of School 
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ITEMS FOR THE MESSENGER 
Items from parishioners should be emailed to the Editor, lengully@talktalk.net or 
delivered to 3 Capell Rise, Flore by the 22nd of the month for the next month’s 
issue. 
 

If sending by email please send in MS Word (not in table format), Ms Publisher 
or other text format but not in .pdf or picture format.  Please ensure that your 
contact details are included in case of queries. Business adverts or anonymous 
items will not be published.   

FIRST SUNDAYS AT FLORE PARISH CHURCH AT 11AM 
Informal, interactive, for all ages, prayers, songs, readings, activities based on 

the theme for the day. Refreshments served after the service  

 

Our service on January 2nd will start at 11am. The theme is "Epiphany”. We 
will celebrate the start of the New Year and look at the messages of Epiphany.  
 
For everyone's wellbeing and to be covid compliant, this will be a short service, 
and in a change from normal First Sunday practice, refreshments will served 
after the service, not on arrival. Please bring your masks.    
 
February's First Sunday will be "Iona Abbey Morning Service". 

CHRISTMAS BAZAAR RESULTS. 
Thank you all those who  supported the bazaar and especially for the fund raising 
stalls: raffle, tombola and nearly new items, and Lis Nye for the cake & teas,  for 
Young Lives v's Cancer, formally CLIC Sargent charity which raises funds to 
specifically help families with young children who suffer from all types of cancer.  
 

The charity offers specialist support, guidance before and after treatment at 
home, and also havens for patients and families with their Home from Home 
during cancer treatment.  
 

The total amount raised on the day was £260.00, and will go some way to 
providing some worthwhile support.     Sue Kerrison 

PRAYING FOR OUR VILLAGES BY STREET 
In January, we will be praying for Flore: Spring Lane, Russell Rise; Heyford: 
Church Lane, Weedon Road; Upper Stowe: Francis Row; Brockhall: The 
Stables and Coach Houses. 

FLAG FLYING IN JANUARY 
23rd Pitcairn Island; 26th: India, Australia Day, Capital Territory, New South 
Wales, Norfolk Island, Northern Territory, Queensland, South Australia, 
Tasmania, Western Australia, Victoria, Cocos (Keeling) Islands, Christmas 
Island, Heard & McDonald Islands; 31st: Nauru. 
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WEA   LONG BUCKBY BRANCH - ART OF RUSSIA 
This course represents a chronological survey of Russian art from medieval 
icons to 19thC Russian realism, Kandinsky and much more 
 

Monday 17
th
 January to Monday 14

th
 March - 2pm to 3-30pm - Ravensthorpe 

Village Hall, Teeton Road, NN6 9EJ  COST: £49-20 (free for those on certain 
benefits) 
Course no.: C23446546  Enrol at www.wea.org.uk or phone 0300 303 3464  
WEA is a registered charity no. 112775 

THE DECEMBER, 2021 200+ CLUB DRAW 
This was held on the 16th at number 4, Brockhall Road, Flore. The winning 
numbers were drawn by Jackie and Mike Cardwell.  
 
First prize – £80.00 – Mrs V Dixon (ticket number 179) 
Second prize - £40.00 – Mrs A Robins (ticket number 112) 
Third prize - £20.00 – Flore Park Rovers (ticket number 15) 
Fourth prize - £10.00 – Mr B Pennock (Ticket number 358) 
 
In addition, the following were the winners of the 10 special Christmas prizes of 
£50.00 each -  
 
Mr and Mrs Millard - (ticket number 209)  
Mr D Blayney - (ticket number 286)  
Mr R Smith - (ticket number 378)  
The Tuckers - (ticket number 310)  
The Springthorpes - (ticket number 208)  
James Read - ticket (number 200)  
Mr R Smith - ticket (number 377) 
Mr and Mrs J Elston - (ticket number 120)  
Tina Pamplin - (ticket number 84)  
Mr and Mrs M Freeman - (ticket number 364)  
 
The next 200+ Club draw is planned for 7:30 pm on Thursday the 13th January, 
2022 at the White Hart Pub, COVID/Omicron etc., etc., etc. permitting.  
 
"The Trustee Management Committee would like to thank you all for your 
support for the 200 club draw, especially during the last two years, it has been 
the mainstay of our funds to carry on with the maintenance of the field and 
pavilion for everyone to enjoy. Best wishes for the New Year, and may it be a 
happy, heathy enjoyable year throughout". 
 
If you are interested in being part of the team looking after this vital pleasant 
village  green space,   please consider becoming a Trustee, or a volunteer for 
fund raising events we organise during the year. 
 
Look us up on: www.brodielodgeplayingfield.co.uk or  Contact Comm Chair:  
Sue Kerrison,  mob: 07967 595510, or email: suekayy@live.co.uk 

http://www.wea.org.uk
http://www.brodielodgeplayingfield.co.uk
mailto:suekayy@live.co.uk

